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Good evening members of the Appropriations Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify to you tonight. I am honored to be here, speaking to all of you 

about my experiences at Western Connecticut State University. 

 

I can honestly tell you that when I entered college four and a half years ago, WestConn was the last 

university I wanted to attend. I am a Danbury resident, born and raised, and, like all college students, I 

had been hoping to move away from home and set out on my own. Instead, I went to Western because 

there was no sense in taking on significant student loans when a state college offered an equally 

competitive program to private universities at a fraction of the cost, especially as a future educator. I have 

to say, what seemed like the worst scenario possible at that time has turned into the best decision I have 

ever made. 

 

I am an elementary education major, with an English concentration. This past fall I completed my student 

teaching in fifth grade at Ellsworth Avenue Elementary School in Danbury and I graduated in December. 

I took a semester’s leave of absence during my junior year to participate in the Disney College Program, a 

nationally competitive internship, down in Orlando, Florida. I spent the rest of my college career 

immersed in education and English courses to complete my major. I was fortunate enough to be able to 

take additional cross-discipline courses through the Kathwari Honors Program. I love having the 

opportunity to learn more about my passions, but I also value the ability to explore learning that 

challenges me to look through a lens I may never have otherwise considered. Western was able to provide 

me with the opportunity to do both. 

 

From the start I joined the Student Government Association as a Senator; I spent the next three years 

helping clubs and organizations and serving students. I had the honor of holding the position of Vice 

President of Internal Affairs my senior year, working to create and maintain an educational and 

supportive environment for all students. I have also been involved in Relay for Life since my freshman 

year, fundraising for the American Cancer Society. I had the opportunity to chair this past April’s annual 

event, with over 300 registered participants and fundraising over $23,000 in total. In addition, I have been 



involved in the Kathwari Honors Program, the Education Club, and the Newman Club. These 

extracurricular activities helped me expand my education beyond the confines of my major, allowing me 

to learn to work with individuals from all walks of life and problem-solve in ways that might never have 

occurred to me otherwise. 

 

In terms of personal goals, I love traveling and exploring the world any chance I get. I am incredibly 

blessed with the number of opportunities for affordable travel that Western provides. I was able to go to 

Jamaica twice on a 10-day mission trip with the Newman Club, where we worked with students in 

impoverished schools. I also went to New Orleans twice with Habitat for Humanity, and to both Colorado 

and Virginia on SGA conferences. Western has also provided me with a number of opportunities to travel 

internationally; my senior year I spent part of winter break in both Ireland and England, and I spent my 

spring break in Italy. 

 

Upon my recent graduation, I found a way to combine my professional goals in the world of education 

with my personal goals in the way of further world travel and exploration through a Fulbright 

Scholarship. I applied to spend a year teaching English in Estonia, and am currently in consideration as a 

Fulbright semi-finalist. After that I intend to return home to teach within the Connecticut public school 

system and acquire my master’s degree in international education and policy. Without Western, I would 

not have such a wide range of prior personal and professional experiences, allowing me to stand as a 

contender in such a competitive selection process as Fulbright. 

 

I initially chose to attend WCSU because of its affordability, but when I arrived I discovered there was so 

much more to this often underrated university. I found that I was able to put school as my first priority, 

rather than work. I was able participate in all types of clubs and I was able to travel the world. I found a 

tight-knit and supportive community, and strived to help in continually improving our amazing university 

for all students. With all these wonderful opportunities, I was able to truly make the most of my college 

experience, without going into any sort of significant debt. As I look to my future, I have more options 

and opportunities ahead of me than I could possibly have foreseen as a high school graduate. At the end 

of the day, I could not be more thankful that I chose to attend Western Connecticut State University and 

only hope that it will continue to provide just as many opportunities for future students. 


